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religious order. Of Madre Sacramento, for instance, she could
write as follows:

13 April 1890.

.. .To the inexpressible consolation of my soul I acceded to her
wishes and her repeated demands, and discontinued the practice of
attending religious functions in a low-necked dress....

Sr Claret, my confessor, who was also confessor to Micaela
[Madre Sacramento], told me that she was a great saint; and he used
to send for her to come to the Palace on account of the great spiritual
good she did me. This opinion was confirmed by my seeing how she
guessed everything that went on within me, as if I myself had told
her.1

Madre Sacramento had died in her convent at Valencia,
nursing her sisters during an outbreak of cholera. Sor Patro-
cinio lived to a green old age to carry on her work. If anything
had to be done, any delicate piece of negotiation to be carried
out, Sor Patrocinio was the person to approach. If there was a
young friend who had been caught in the street fighting during
the last insurrection and was now in jail awaiting transportation,
or an old friend who had been involved in the last military
revolt and was lying wounded in some attic nursed by a de-
voted mistress, the only way to prevent the law from taking its
course was a word in the right quarter from Sor Patrocinio. La
Madre, she was called by those who knew her; for she had been
for many years Mother Superior of a fashionable convent in
Madrid. " Never ", exclaims John Hay, a thoughtful and clear-
sighted American who was attached to the United States
Legation in 1870,* " in all the darkest periods of Spanish history,
was the reign of superstition so absolute and tyrannical as in the
Alc&zar of Madrid during the later years of Isabel of Bourbon."3
Sor Patrocinio could tell the most astonishing stories of her life
in the cloister. The devil used to come swooping down on bat-
like wing, and take her for an airing above the house-tops of the

1 Cerragena, 132.

a He had been private secretary to Lincoln, and was part author of a
monumental life of his chief.
3 Castilian Days, 225-6.